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TO ALL PROSPECTIVE OR ENROLLED STUDENTS 

 
Catalog Policy and Regulations: Covenant Bible Seminaryôs catalog is prepared 

by the Office of the Registrar, and copies of this catalog and other literature 
regarding the Seminary may be obtained at any time by writing to the Seminary. 

 
This catalog and its contents shall not constitute a contract between Covenant 
Bible Seminary and prospective or enrolled students. 
 
The information contained in this catalog generally reflects the current 
policies and regulations of the Seminary. The Seminary reserves the right 
to make changes at any time. Accordingly, if policies or regulations of the 
Seminary conflict with the information contained in the catalog, then the 
Seminary administration will decide which governs. 

 
Nondiscriminatory Policy as to Students: Covenant Bible Seminary admits 

students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin, coeducationally, to all the 
rights, privileges, programs, and  activities generally accorded or made available 
to students at the Seminary. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national or ethnic origin in the administration of its policies and school programs. 

 
The Association for Biblical Higher Education: (Formerly The Accrediting 

Association of Bible Colleges): has granted Affiliate Status to Covenant Bible 
Seminary.  The Association has been recognized by the U.S. Department of 
Education since 1952.  The Seminary participates in and contributes to collegial 
and professional development activities of the Association.  Affiliate status does 
not, however, constitute, imply or presume ABHE accredited status at present or 
in the future.  There are over one-hundred-eighty (180) colleges, universities and 
seminaries in the Association. www.abhe.org 

 

The Washington Higher Education Coordinating Board: has determined that 
Covenant Bible Seminary qualifies for Religious Exempt Status from the Degree 
Authorization Act for the following programs: Associate of Theology (A.Th.); 
Bachelor of Theology (B.Th.); Master of Biblical Studies (M.B.S.); Master of 
Divinity (M.Div.); Master of Theology (M.Th.) and the Doctor of Ministry (D.Min.).  
Any person desiring information about the requirements of the Act or applicability 
of those requirements to the institution may contact the Board at P.O. Box 43430, 
Olympia, WA. 98504. 

 
This publication is edited by the Office of the Registrar. Letters or inquiries should be addressed to 
the Registrar, Covenant Bible Seminary, 10810 Gravelly Lake Dr. S.W., Lakewood, WA. 98499-1329. 

 

 
 

http://www.abhe.org/
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SEMINARY LOCATION 

 
 

 

In seeking the most convenient place for students of the Bible in the Seattle-

Tacoma- Olympia areas, the Board of Covenant Bible Fellowship, Inc. located the 

Seminary a few minutes drive from the 1-5 freeway at Gravelly Lake Exit 124.  

 

 

Take I-5 north or south to the Gravelly Lake exit #124. Continue going west at exit 

#124 and stay on Gravelly Lake Drive S.W., until you come to the Seminary. The 

Seminary is located at 10810 Gravelly Lake Drive S.W. near the Lakewood Towne 

Center. There is a large white cross in front of the Seminary building. We are 

across the street from Clover Park High School and next door to the Home 

Street Bank. Just come to the Cross for Biblical education. 
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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
 

The primary purpose of Covenant Bible Seminary is to seek to glorify the Lord 
Jesus Christ in all that we say, teach, and do through this educational arm of 
Covenant Bible Fellowship, Incorporated. 

 
Today we have a great opportunity to serve the Lord in a sin-sick and hurting 
world that desperately needs to know Jesus Christ as its God and Savior. 
ñThe harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few,épray that He will send 
laborers into His harvestò (Luke 10:2). 

 
Covenant Bible Seminary is designed to help each student who believes he 
or she may have a "calling" from God to minister to the needs of people with 
the love and forgiveness of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
The concern of the Seminary is to take students where they are, both 
spiritually and academically, and help prepare them to be effective as 
servant/leaders, for the Lord Jesus Christ, in all areas of their lives; 
especially at home, church and in their employment for the Lord. 

 
We thank the Lord for you and your interest in the Seminary. We pray that 
we may be a rich spiritual blessing to you as you seek to prepare yourself 
for the highest calling on earth, as a minister of the Lord Jesus Christ. Please 
take a few minutes of your time to read our "Doctrinal Statement" as it is from 
this position that you will be receiving your instruction through Covenant Bible 
Seminary. 

 
We want to personally welcome you to our Seminary and hope that you will 
contact me if I may help you in any way regarding your studies. We pray for 
God's richest blessings to be upon you as you seek to know and love our 
Lord better, through the study of His eternal and inerrant Word, the Bible. 

 
Yours in His uplifting love, 

 Rev. Merritt E. Lawson, Jr. 
 Rev. Merritt E. Lawson, Jr. 
  B.A., M.Div., M.Th. D.Min., D.D.   

  President and Dean of the Seminary  
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  I. ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY AND PERSONNEL  

 
 A. BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF COVENANT BIBLE FELLOWSHIP, INC.,  

      AND COVENANT BIBLE SEMINARY: 
     Dr. Merritt E. Lawson, Jr. - President 

Mrs. Diana M. Lawson - Vice President 
Rev. Joseph E. Schultz - Executive Secretary/Treasurer 

 

B. SEMINARY ADVISORY BOARD: 
Mrs. Betty Bergman, Tacoma, Washington 
Mrs. Diana M. Lawson, Lakewood, Washington 
Rev. Robert A. Miles, Lakewood, Washington 
Rev. Joseph E. Schultz, Roy, Washington 
Dr. F. Carlyle Stebner, Spanaway, Washington 
Dr. Douglas C. Stewart, Tacoma, Washington 
Dr. Dick Wilson, Tacoma, Washington 
Dr. Eugene Wiegman, Tacoma, Washington 

 

C. FACULTY: 

 
                                 Prof. John M. Bryant, B.S., M.S., Ph.D 
                                 Professor of Biblical Studies 
 Iowa State University, B.S. M.S. 
                                    Washington State University, Ph.D. 
                                    Covenant Bible Seminary, Biblical Studies 

 

 
 

Rev. Gary Heald, B.B.S., M.Div. 
Professor of Practical Theology. 
Cascade Bible College, B.B.S.; 
Covenant Bible Seminary, M.B.S., M.Div. 
 
 
 
Mrs. Diana M. Lawson, A.A., B.A.-Ed., M.Div.   
Vice President. 
Professor of Practical Theology. 
Miltonvale Wesleyan College, A.A.;  
Seattle Pacific University, B.A.-Ed.;  
Covenant Bible Seminary, M.Div. 
 
Rev. Merritt E. Lawson, Jr., B.A., M.Div., M.Th., D.Min., D.D. 
Founder, President and Dean of the Seminary. 
Professor of Practical and Systematic Theology. 
Chair, Division of Practical and Systematic Theology. 
Eastern Washington University / Faith Evangelical Lutheran 
Seminary, B.A.; Faith Evangelical Lutheran Seminary, M.Div., 
M.Th., D.Min.; Calvary Bible Seminary, D.D.; 
Certificated in: Pastoral Gerontology by Western State Hospitalôs 
Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) Post -Graduate School.   

                                       Full Member: Evangelical Theological Society (E.T.S.) 
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Rev. Robert A. Miles, B.S., M.S., M.Div. 
Professor of Old & New Testament Studies. 
Kent State University, B.S. in Education 
Stanford University, M.S. in Engineering 
Covenant Bible Seminary, M.Div. 
 
 
Rev. Joseph E. Schultz, A.A., B.S., M.Div.  
Executive Secretary/Treasurer. 
Assistant to the President and  Professor of Church History 
College of Southern Idaho, A.A.; Lutheran Bible Institute, B.Sci.  
in Biblical Studies; Faith Evangelical Lutheran Seminary, M. Div.  
Covenant Bible Seminary, Cand. D.Min. 
 
Rev. Michael J. Shoemaker, B.A., M.A., M.Div., M.Th. 
Professor of Biblical Counseling. 
Seattle Pacific University, B.A.. Psychology;  M.A: Counseling 
Faith Evangelical Lutheran Seminary, M.Div. 
Covenant Bible Seminary, M.Th. 
Licensed Mental Health Counselor 
 
Prof. F. Carlyle Stebner, B.S., M.D., D.D. 
Professor of Biblical Scientific Creationism and Archaeology. 
Randolph-Macon College, B.S., Chemistry 
University of Virginia-Charolettsville, School of Medicine, M.D.;  
Institute Creation Research-Graduate School; 
Covenant Bible Seminary, D.D. 

 
Rev. Douglas C. Stewart, A.A., B.A., M.Div., D.Min.  
Professor of Biblical Studies and Registrar. 
Central Texas College, A.A. General Studies; 
St. Martinôs College (Lacey, WA.) B.A.; 
Covenant Bible Seminary, M.Div., D.Min.  
 

 
Rev. Eugene W. Wiegman, B.S., M.S., Ed.D., D.D. 
Professor of Church History - Emeritus. 
Concordia University (River Forest, IL.), B.S. in Education  
and Political Science; University of Kansas, M.S. in  
Education, D.Ed. in Higher Education and Political Science;  
Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, Ordination by  
Certification Program; Covenant Bible Seminary, D.D. 

 
Rev. Dick Wilson, B.Th., M.Div., D.D. 
Professor of Biblical Studies. 
Joplin, Mo. Jr. College; University of Iowa; 
Covenant Bible Seminary, B.Th., M.Div., D.D
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II. GENERAL INFORMATION 

A. MISSION STATEMENT: 

Covenant Bible Seminary exists to provide Biblical education for spiritual 
and professional career development in Christian ministry vocations, ñé for 
the work of the Ministry, for the edifying of the Body of Christò (Ephesians 
4:12); as lay ministers, missionaries, chaplains, pastors, evangelists, 
counselors, teachers and parish administrators, etc.  To fulfill our Mission, 
the Seminary offers a full program of Biblical studies, as presented in this 
catalog. 
 

  

B. HISTORY: 

In 1946, Covenant Bible Fellowship, Inc. was founded in Bellingham, 
Washington, just after World War II; and is dedicated to the pastoral and 
teaching ministry of the Holy Bible as the inspired and inerrant Word of 
God. 
 
In 1985, Dr. Merritt E. Lawson, Jr., while serving as the Academic Dean 
and Professor of Systematic and Practical Theology at Faith Evangelical 
Lutheran Seminary of Tacoma, WA., received a pastoral Call from the 
Board of Directors of Covenant Bible Fellowship, Inc., to serve as their 
corporate President and to establish a chaplaincy ministry of Biblical 
pastoral care to the institutionalized elderly. Dr. Lawson accepted the 
Call and shortly thereafter the chaplaincy ministry was established. It 
also became apparent to the Board that there was a need, in the 
Seattle-Tacoma-Olympia area, for an interdenominational Biblical 
school of theology.   
 
In February, 1989 the Seminary was established and named 
Covenant Bible Seminary, after its parent corporation and Dr. Lawson 
was Called by the Board to serve as President and Dean of the 
Seminary. The first graduating class was held in June of 1989 with 
students from the chaplaincy ministry and other transfer students.  
 

C. LIBRARY AND BOOKSTORE:  

Covenant Bible Seminary is uniquely blessed in its present location by 
two significant theological libraries. These are available to students of the 
Seminary, for reference use. They are: The University of Puget Sound in 
North Tacoma and Pacific Lutheran University in South Tacoma. Also the 
Lakewood Library is only one block from the Seminary and it has an 
excellent audio-visual; internet and theological/religion section. Textbooks 
for classes may be ordered locally through any of several Christian 
bookstores. For more information, please contact the Registrar. 
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D. RECOGNITION, APPROVAL AND AFFILIATION: 

Covenant Bible Seminary is an interdenominational Bible college and 
graduate school for Christian education of Covenant Bible 
Fellowship, Inc., which is a Washington non-profit corporation with the 
purpose of "establishing and operating churches, missions, seminaries of 
religious learning, Bible schools, colleges, for the study of the 
Scriptures, in the State of Washington or in the United States of 
America". This corporation was recognized, "Approved and Filed 
February 14, 1946" by the Secretary of State of the State of Washington 
and granted Affiliate Status, September 14, 1963,  as a member Church 
of the Full Gospel Fellowship of Churches and Ministers International, 
with General Offices at 1000 N. Belt Line Road, Suite 201, Irving, Texas 
75016-4000. www.fgfcmi.org  

 
Covenant Bible Seminary was also recognized, approved and granted 
Affiliate Status with the Association for Biblical Higher Education 
(Formerly: The Accrediting Association of Bible Colleges) on April 14, 
2005. The Association is committed to advancing and assuring quality 
Biblical higher education.  The Association was founded in 1947 and has 
held U.S. Department of Education recognition since 1952. The following 
Statement of Faith must be subscribed to annually, by each Affiliate 
Institution of the Association, through the signature of the President of 
that Institution: 

 ñ1.  We believe that there is one God, eternally existing in three persons:  Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit (Deut 6:4; 1 John 2:22-23, 2 Cor. 13:14). 
2.  We believe the Bible to be the inspired, the only infallible authoritative Word of 
God (Ps. 119:89, 2 Tim. 3:16, 2 Pet. 1:21).   
3.  We believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless 
life, in His miracles, in His vicarious atonement through His shed blood, in His 
bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right hand of the Father, and in His 
personal and visible return in power and glory (Col. 1:15, John 1:1, John 1:14, Luke 
1:35, Heb. 4:15, Acts 2:22, 1 Pet. 2:24, Luke 24:1- 48, Acts 1:9, John 14:2-3, Acts 
1:11). 
4.  We believe that man was created in the image of God, that he was tempted by 
Satan and fell, and that, because of the exceeding   sinfulness of human nature, 
regeneration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely necessary for salvation (Gen. 1:27, 
Gen. 3:15, Rom. 5:12, Ps. 51:5, Rom 3:10, Rom 3:23, Titus 3:5,  
1 Pet. 1:18-19). 
5. We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by whose indwelling the 
Christian is enabled to live a godly life, and by whom the church is empowered to 
carry out Christôs great commission (John 14:15-17, Acts 1:6- 8, Acts 13:2-4, Rom. 
8:14).   
6. We believe in the bodily resurrection of both the saved and the lost; those who 
are saved unto the resurrection of life and those who are lost unto the resurrection 
of damnation (Matt. 25:31-46, 1 Th. 4:13-18, John 5:28-29).ò 

The signature of the President of Covenant Bible Seminary is on record 
with the Association for Biblical Higher Education, with General Offices at 
5575 S. Semoran Blvd., Suite 26, Orlando, FL. 32822-1781.  
http://directory.abhe.org  

http://www.fgfcmi.org/
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D. RECOGNITION, APPROVAL AND AFFILIATION CONTôD. 

Covenant Bible Seminary was additionally recognized, approved and 
granted Affiliate Status with ACCESS: the Association of Christian 
Continuing Education Schools and Seminaries for Distance, Independent 
Study, Higher Education Courses and Degree Programs. ACCESS also 
subscribes to the Statement of Faith of the Association of Biblical Higher 
Education which Covenant Bible Seminary is an Affiliate Institution.  The 
website for ACCESS is www.accessed.org. 

 
E. ORDINATION: 

Covenant Bible Seminary is an interdenominational Christian educational 
institution and, as such, does not ordain candidates for the ministry.  All 
ordinations must be officiated by the studentôs own church organization.  
It is the goal of the Seminary to educate and train its students to meet the 
standards for their church in order to become a candidate for ordination 
as a minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

III. ACADEMIC INFORMATION  

A. ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS: 

Students are admitted to the Seminary who have experienced a spiritual 
rebirth, (John 1:12-13), by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal 
Lord and Savior and who have the desire to serve Him with all of their 
heart. Seekers may also be admitted, subject to the approval of the Dean 
(see B. below). 
 
Applicants to the Seminary must: (1) have a firm belief in Article 1 and 
be in sympathy with the tenets of the Doctrinal Statement as contained in 
this catalog; (2) have evidence of spiritual, moral and ethical 
character;  (3) be supportive of a Bible-centered approach to academic 
and spiritual growth. 
 

B. SPECIAL STUDENTS, AUDITORS AND CERTIFICATE PROGRAM: 

It is the aim of this school to equip men and women for meaningful 
Christian service.  It is recognized that an academic degree is not always 
required to function in a viable ministry; therefore, students may be 
admitted to the Seminary without seeking admission to any particular 
degree program as a special student or auditor, as well as those who are 
simply seeking to learn more about the Christian faith. However, upon 
completion of forty-five (45) credits, a Certificate of Completion in Biblical 
Studies may be awarded to the student upon written request by the 
student, and approval by the Dean. 
 

http://www.accessed.org/
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C. DEGREE PREREQUISITES: 

Students who seek to enroll in a degree program must meet the prior 
academic standing required for that degree. Students admitted to the 
degree programs of the Seminary are those who exhibit the academic 
and spiritual characteristics which are necessary for successful 
completion of the program to which they are applying, subject to 
approval of the Dean. 

 

D. WORK STUDY EXPERIENCE FOR ACADEMIC CREDIT: 

A maximum of one (1) year (45 academic credits) may be earned by 
"work experience", of not less than three (3) years in an approved 
ministry.  This must be approved by the Dean. 
 

E. ENROLLMENT STATUS: 

Students may enroll in either Resident or Independent Study Courses.  
 

F. FULL-TIME STUDENTS: 

Students are considered full-time who take between 12 and 16 quarter 
credit hours. More than 16 hours may be taken with approval of the 
Dean, but are usually discouraged. Students taking less than 12 credit 
hours are considered part-time. 

 

G. TRANSFER STUDENTS: 

Students with credits from other institutions are encouraged to set up an 
appointment with the Dean to determine if these credits may be applied 
to a degree program at Covenant Bible Seminary. A minimum of 
fifteen (15) quarter credit hours must be taken at Covenant Bible 
Seminary, in addition to any credits transferred, to qualify for 
graduation in any degree program of the Seminary.  

 

H. DEGREE COMPLETION AND GRADUATION: 

Students may complete a given degree program's requirements during 
any academic quarter; however, graduation ceremonies are held only once 
each year. 
 

 I. ACADEMIC STATUSðGRADING:  

Letter grades are given in all classes and will follow standards as given 
below: 
90 ï 100%= A = 4 grade points 
80 ï   89%= B = 3 grade points A minimum average G.P.A. of 2.00 
70 ï   79%= C = 2 grade points is required for graduation from any 
65 ï   69%= D = 1 grade point program. 

0 ï   64%= F = 0 grade points 

I = Incomplete with class work to be completed within four (4) weeks after 
the quarter. 

W = Withdrawal must be done within the first two (2) weeks of the quarter, 
with permission of the instructor and the Dean. 
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J. DROP-ADD DEADLINE: 

The deadline for dropping or adding a class is two (2) weeks after the 
quarter has begun. Drop-Add request forms should be obtained from and 
submitted to the Registrar. 

 

K. ATTENDANCE: 

Regular attendance is essential; as it shows the mark of a true disciple. 
All students are encouraged to make regular, prompt attendance a 
priority. Irregular attendance will be reflected in the student's grade. 
 

L. ACADEMIC PROBATION AND DISMISSAL: 

The Seminary reserves the right to dismiss any student whose attitude, 
behavior, theological position or academic standing fail to meet the 
standards set by the Seminary. 

 

M. CONDITIONS OF RE-ENTRANCE: 

There is a one-quarter waiting period for any student who has been 
dismissed from the Seminary before re-entrance may be considered. The 
student must write to the Dean seeking a meeting with the Admissions 
Committee where he will present his case, which will be voted upon by 
the Committee. The results of the vote are final in all matters. 

 

N. EXPLANATION OF COURSE NUMBERS: 

A ñcourseò offers a series of ñsubjectsò to be studied, in ñclassesò, or by 
Independent Study, that lead toward graduation or a degree. 
The number of each subject designates the classifications of a student 
enrolling in a course. Students meeting specific course prerequisites may 
be permitted to take classes one year above their classification with 
permission of the Dean. The course classifications are as follows: 

100ðPrimarily designed for freshmen, these are the basic courses with 
no prerequisites unless designated. 

200ðPrimarily designed for Sophomores, these courses require 
prerequisites, or, if basic courses, are better taken after a year 
of academic study. 

300ðPrimarily designed for Juniors, these courses anticipate the     
completion of lower division studies, and some have specific 
prerequisites. 

400ðPrimarily designed for Seniors, these are normally advanced 
courses for students completing undergraduate studies. Most have 
prerequisites or anticipate the background or prior academic study. 

500ðand up. Primarily designed for graduate and post-graduate 
students. 

 
  There are four (4) Departments of Theology in the Graduate School, 

which are: Exegetical, Systematic, Historical and Practical.  The first letter 
for each Department is used before the subject number, such as; E-611 
for Exegetical Theology or S-113 for Systematic Theology, and so on.  
See p. 15 for Departments of Theology. 
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O. PROGRESS RECORDS, TRANSCRIPTS AND TRANSFER-OF-CREDIT: 

1. Progress Records:  

The Seminary, through the Registrar's Office, will submit Progress 
Records (grades) to all students within thirty (30) days after the end of 
each quarter of attendance or the completion of an Independent 
Study subject(s).  

2. Official Transcripts:  

There is a $10.00 fee per Official Transcript.  All transcript 
requests must be in writing and signed by the student.  No 
emails will be accepted and no transcripts will be granted if 
there is tuition owed. Current and permanent records are 
maintained for all students. 

3. Transfer -Of-Credit:  

 It is the desire of the Seminary that each enrolled student will 
complete his/her degree program with this institution; however, if a 
student wishes to transfer to another institution, at any time, it is the 
studentôs responsibility to confirm whether or not credits will be 
accepted by another institution of the studentôs own choice.  It should 
be remembered that Transfer-Of-Credit may only be accepted insofar 
as the credits apply to the curriculum of the receiving institution. The 
Seminary participates in and contributes to collegial and professional 
development activities of both accredited and un-accredited 
institutions.  We will assist our students, in writing, to any institution of 
their choice for Transfer-Of-Credit, with the understanding that the 
final decision is made by the receiving institution.  

 
On February 18, 2003 the Association of Theological Schools (ATS), 
through their Accrediting Analyst, advised Covenant Bible Seminary 
that A.T.S.  is an organization of institutions of higher education that 
conduct graduate professional degree programs in theological 
education.  Their Associationôs Standards of Accreditation, Part One 
2002 of ATS Bulletin 45, show admission requirements to their 
accredited institutions (p.98), allow for: ñAs many as ten (10) percent 
of the students (seeking admission) in the M.Div. degree program, 
may be admitted without possession of the baccalaureate degree or 
its educational equivalent, if the institution can demonstrate by some 
objective means that these persons possess the knowledge, 
academic skill, and ability generally associated with persons who hold 
the baccalaureate degree.  Admission of such applicants should be 
restricted to persons with life experience that has prepared them for 
theological study at the graduate levelò (A.4.1.2). 

 



 14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
These ATS Standards for Admission to one of their accredited schoolôs 
degree programs may be applied for by a mature student, at Covenant 
Bible Seminary, who has demonstrated academic skills equivalent to the 
baccalaureate degree. However, the Seminary requests that any student 
seeking admission to another institution of higher education be a 
graduate, with at least the baccalaureate degree; wherefore admission 
may then be applied for, by Transfer-Of-Credit, with the understanding 
that the final decision is made by the receiving institution. 

Covenant Bible Seminary will consider all accredited and un-accredited 
institutions alike for Transfer-Of-Credit.  Contact the Registrarôs Office for 
more information. 

 
P. QUARTER CREDIT SYSTEM:  

The Seminary uses the quarter credit system for each subject studied, as 
follows: 

1. Resident Study:  

In Resident Study, at C.B.S., each quarter (fall, winter, spring and  
summer) requires ten (10) weeks of one (1) hour (60 min.) periods of 
classroom instruction of ten (10) hours for one (1) quarter credit, per 
subject, successfully completed by the student.  Additional quarter 
credits per subject, require the same quarter hours of study.  For 
example: three (3) quarter credits require thirty (30) hours of 
classroom instruction, per subject, for a ten (10) week quarter.  The 
same formula is used for all additional quarter credits, per subject.  
Quarter credits are based on 60 min. periods, per a ten (10) week 
quarter, which is equivalent to a twelve (12) week quarter of 50 min. 
periods that may be required by some other institutions. Both will 
equal 600 minutes of classroom instruction per subject, per quarter 
credit. 

2. Independent Study (and Online Study) Clock Hours:  

In Independent Study, at C.B.S., each credit earned is based on the 
same formula as the quarter credit system in Resident Study. 
However, there is not a quarter system time limit to complete a 
subject in Independent Study. Therefore, clock hours are used for 
each subject to be studied and they require the same number of 
hours of study to complete as if they were in Resident Study.  For 
example: three (3) credits require, at least, thirty (30) clock hours of 
Independent Study.  All clock hours are based on a quarter credit 
hour standard with the maximum of one (1) credit being based on a 
ten (10) week quarter credit hour system of one (1) credit per ten (10) 
hours of Independent Study, per subject successfully completed. 
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3. Semester Credits:  

The Seminary does not employ the semester credit system, but it 
should be understood by all students.  A semester is an academic 
term of about eighteen (18) weeks.  Two semester terms make up an 
academic school year.  Due to each semester being longer than the 
quarter and where three (3) quarters will equal a two (2) semester 
system, the rule for Transfer-Of-Credit is as follows: all semester 
credits that may be transferred to C.B.S. are to be transferred at 1.5 
times the credit being transferred.  In other words, 30 semester 
credits x 1.5 = 45 quarter credits. 

 
  Q. DEPARTMENTS OF THEOLOGY: 

 1.  Exegetical Theology is the department of theology that comprises all 
  that relates to the exposition of the Holy Scriptures.  It embraces  
  Exegesis and all the branches of knowledge auxiliary to it.  The  
  purpose of Exegetical Theology is to study and interpret a word or  
  a passage of the Holy Scriptures.  
 
 2.  Historical Theology is the department of theology that embraces the 
  findings of Exegetical Theology from the Holy Scriptures. It establishes 
  the foundation of Historical Theology that maintains and adheres to  
  what has been developed in the Church within the scope of the history 
  of the Church and Church Doctrine, thus creating a bridge to cross  
  over into Systematic Theology, in accordance with the Holy Scriptures. 
 
 3.   Systematic Theology is the department of theology that is comprised of 
  two (2) areas of Biblical study: (1) Apologetics, which is the defending 
  of the faith and the showing of the falseness of the principles opposed 
  to it, and (2) Dogmatics, which are the doctrines or dogmas taught in 
  the Church. These doctrines are systematized for the study, delineation, 
  teaching and development of Biblical truths presented in the Holy  
  Scriptures. 
 
 4.  Practical Theology is the department of theology that embrace the  
  Ministry of the Church through the lives of the individual members,  
  in the name of Christ Jesus and His Church.  Practical Theology is last 
  in the order of the four (4) departments of theology (Exegetical,  
  Historical, Systematic and  Practical) in that: it embraces the Christian 
  faith and teachings with a sound knowledge of the Holy Scriptures.  
  Practical Theology teaches the student, of the Gospel, to apply the  
  Holy Scriptures to being fruitful in the Ministry of the Church with the 
  knowledge already acquired through the study of the other three (3) 
  departments of theology, mentioned above, in accordance with the  
  Holy Scriptures. 
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 IV. ACADEMIC SCHOOLS OF BIBLICAL STUDIES AND THEOLOGY 

 A. UNDERGRADUATE SCHOOL IN BIBLICAL STUDIES  
WITH DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECTS: 

1. Associate of Theology (A.Th.) Degree Program.  

The basic structure of this degree program is made up of lower division 
courses of Biblical education which may be transferred in from an 
approved church educational program; ministry; Bible study fellowship or 
institute; college or seminary, in addition to the courses offered by the 
Seminary, for a total of ninety (90) quarter credit hours required for 
graduation. A minimum of fifteen (15) quarter credit hours must be 
taken through the Seminary in addition to any credits transferred in 
toward this degree program. 

 

SUBJECTS OFFERED FOR THE ASSOCIATE OF THEOLOGY 
(A.Th.) DEGREE  PROGRAM, BY  INDEPENDENT  STUDY, ARE AS 
FOLLOWS : 

 

FIRST YEAR    SECOND YEAR 

  Fall Quarter  Hrs Fall Quarter Hrs 
      101 Pastoral Writing I 3 210 Gospel of Luke 3 
      110 Biblical Inerrancy  3  215 Greek I  3 
      115 All About the Bible 3 217 Gospel of John       3 
 EIS Elective 3 EIS Elective  3 
 EIS Elective 3 EIS Elective  3 
    15  15 

 Winter Quarter  Winter Quarter 
      102 Pastoral Writing II  3 218 Book of Proverbs  3 
      117 Gospel of Matthew  3 220 Greek II  3 
      118 Gospel of Mark 3 225 Book of Genesis 3 
 EIS Elective 3 EIS Elective  3 
 EIS Elective 3 EIS Elective 3 
   15  15 

 Spring Quarter     Spring Quarter 
      103 Pastoral Writing III   3 230 Greek III  3 
      120 Christian Ethics  3  233 Book of Acts  3 
      125 Church History 3 235 Biblical Essay  3 
 EIS Elective 3 EIS Elective  3 
 EIS Elective 3 EIS Elective  3 

   15   15 

The subjects for the A.Th. Degree Program may be substituted by 
Resident Study Classes or Elective Independent Study (EIS) subjects 
from the Curriculum for the M.Div. Program, as presented in this 
catalog, but will remain on a 100ð200 course level. 
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2. Bachelor of Theology (B.Th.) Degree Program.  

Students who have not fully completed their college, but have at least two 
years of college, may be admitted to this academic program which requires 
a total of one hundred eighty (180) quarter credit hours and leads upon 
completion to the Bachelor of Theology Degree for the graduating student. 

 
SUBJECTS OFFERED FOR THE BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY (B.Th.) 
DEGREE (Prerequisite A.Th. Degree or equivalency) BY 
INDEPENDENT STUDY, ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

THIRD YEAR FOURTH YEAR 
Fall Quarter                           Hrs Fall Quarter                         Hrs 

310 1 Corinthians 3  410 Int. Christian Education 3 
312 2 Corinthians  3   412 Youth Ministries Teaching 3 
314 Biblical Archaeology 3  414 Christian Adult Education  3 
EIS Elective 3  EIS Elective  3 
EIS Elective 3  EIS Elective  3 
   15  15 

Winter Quarter  Winter Quarter 
316 1 Timothy  3  416 Creative Bible Teaching 3 
318 2 Timothy  3  418 Admin. of Christian Ed. 3 
320 Epistles of 1, 2, 3 John 3  420 How Adults Learn Bible 3 
EIS Elective 3  EIS Elective  3 
EIS Elective 3  EIS Elective 3 
   15  15 

Spring Quarter     Spring Quarter 
322 Book of James  3  EIS Elective  3 
324 Epistle to the Ephesians 3   EIS Elective  3 
326 Epistle to the Hebrews 3  EIS Elective  3 
EIS Elective 3  EIS Elective  3 
EIS Elective 3  EIS Elective  3 
   15    15 

The subjects for the B.Th. Degree Program may be substituted by   
       Resident Study classes or Elective Independent Study (EIS) subjects 

    from the Curriculum for the M.Div. Program, as presented in               
 this catalog, but will remain on the 300-400 course level. 
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3. Description of Subjects  

101, 102,103 PASTORAL WRITING (3) 
This subject offers a review of basic grammar and composition for the 
purpose of assisting the student to write sermons in their complete form in 
preparation for pulpit delivery. 

 

110 BIBLICAL INERRANCY (3) 
This subject sets forth the doctrine of Biblical Inerrancy. This is an essential 
element of the Authority of Scripture and a necessary ingredient for 
soundness of doctrine in the Church. 
 

115 WHAT THE BIBLE IS ALL ABOUT (3) 
This subject offers a study in understanding the Bible in a way that enables 
you to see how everything, from Genesis to Revelation, fits together.  
 

117 GOSPEL OF MATTHEW (3) 
This study presents Godôs redemptive Word, presented to the Jews, by one 
of the 12 Apostles, Matthew, who Jesus called as a despised tax collector. 
 

118 GOSPEL OF MARK (3) 
In this study you will see how Mark informs the Gentile people about who 
Jesus is and how He came to bring eternal life to all who will receive Him as 
their God and Savior. 
 

120 CHRISTIAN ETHICS (3) 
This subject offers a study of Christian ethics regarding honesty, conscience, 
peer pressure, business and work ethics, sexual morality, and development 
of Biblical convictions. 
 

125 HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH (3) 
This study is an overview of the Christian Church from the Apostolic 
Period to the twentieth century. 
 

210 GOSPEL OF LUKE (3) 
Luke presents a connected and orderly narrative of the life of Jesus, as seen 
by eye witnesses, with emphasis on Jesusô sympathetic attitude toward the 
poor and lowly people.  
 

215, 220, 230 GREEK 1, II, AND III (9) 
These subjects present elements of Greek grammar of the New Testament. 
 

217 GOSPEL OF JOHN (3) 
John presents Jesus as the Eternal Word, God incarnate in human flesh, as 
the Son of God; the Redeemer and Savior for all mankind and especially 
those who receive Him. 
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218 BOOK OF PROVERBS (3) 
In this study you will find a collection of spiritually moral truths concerning 
the Biblically right way to live your life for the Lord and your fellow man. 
 
225 BOOK OF GENESIS (3) 
In this subject you will study Godôs record of the origin of: the universe; the 
human race; sin; redemption; family life; corruption of society; the nations; the 
different languages of the human race, etc. 
 
233 BOOK OF ACTS (3) 
This subject covers the Churchôs first three decades and will enable you to see 
the Church as it began itôs mission, by the power of the Holy Spirit and how the 
Lord used Paul to preach boldly to the Roman world. 
 
235 BIBLICAL ESSAY (3) 
There are three (3) essays that are to be Biblically based, written on a college 
level with at least 2,000 words for each essay.  They are to be presented to the 
Seminary, one essay at a time, for approval before writing the second or third 
essay. 
 
310 FIRST CORINTHIANS (3) 
This subject presents the importance for all believers to practice purity, humility 
and love; to forsake factions; sexual immorality; pride and worldliness.  
 
312 SECOND CORINTHIANS (3) 
In this study the Apostle Paul defends the Gospel by reminding believers that 
what he taught was Godôs truth.  He provides us with a good example for when 
we too must defend the Word of God. 
 
314 BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY (3) 
This subject  is a study of archaeology in the lands of the Bible. 
 
316 FIRST TIMOTHY (3) 
This Pastoral Epistle offers much needed instruction for todayôs challenges for:  
(1) Pastoral Care in a local congregation and (2) Development of Youthful 
Leadership for the future in ministry.  
 

318 SECOND TIMOTHY (3) 
This subject teaches about who God is; who the believer is in Christ Jesus and 
what Godôs will is for all believers, while living under much persecution. 
 

320 EPISTLES OF I, II, AND III JOHN (3) 
In this study you will see that these epistles are intimately related to one 
another and together offer a wonderful spiritual whole, where we find that they 
present God, who became man, in the person of Jesus Christ. 
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322 BOOK OF JAMES (3) 
In this study you will see the practical application of ñgood worksò as being 
necessary in the life of a person who professes to have ñfaithò and a ñborn-
againò experience in the Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 
324 EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS (3) 
This subject  presents the importance of Christian unity for all believers. We are 
to be ñoneò in Christ and walk in Godôs love, light and purity. 
 
326 THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS (3) 
This Epistle was written to the Hebrew Christians who were in constant 
danger of relapsing into old Judaism.  The primary doctrinal purpose was to 
show that Jesus is ñbetterò and the only ñwayò for salvation. 
 
410 INTRODUCTION TO CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (3) 
This study will cover the philosophies of Christian education, evangelism, 
curriculum and methods used in education for children through adults, and 
more. 
 
412 YOUTH MINISTRIES TEACHING (3) 
This is a study of characteristics, needs, and interests of youth with special 
emphasis on program development and teaching techniques. 
 
414 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OF ADULTS (3) 
This study covers methods, techniques, plans and curriculum ideas as well as 
how to recruit, train and utilize adult leaders in the total ministry of the church.  
 
416 CREATIVE BIBLE TEACHING (3) 
This subject will present the student with excellent insights into the theory and 
practice of Bible teaching creatively for children, youth and adults.  
 
418 ADMINISRATION OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IN THE CHURCH (3) 
You will learn, in this study, the importance of administration, organization, 
planning, delegation, leadership, coordination and control in teaching for the 
glory of Christ in the local church. 
 
420 HOW ADULTS LEARN FROM THE BIBLE (3) 
The emphasis of this subject is on how Biblical learning takes place during the 
years of adulthood with the ñteacher as learnerò with the responsibility to do the 
job of teaching the Bible to adults.  
 
ELECTIVES   
Electives may be chosen from the M.Div. Program as presented in this 
catalog, subject to the approval of the Dean, but will remain on a 100-400 
course level. 
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B. GRADUATE SCHOOL IN BIBLICAL STUDIES AND THEOLOGY 

 
1. Practicum Study in Ministry Program.  

Theological education should equip a person for real life experience. 
Therefore, Covenant Bible Seminary offers a practical educational 
program in ministry, under an approved Biblical ministry for academic 
credit to students who have a baccalaureate degree or the equivalency.  
Upon approval by the Dean, other mature students my be admitted to this 
Program. 
 

Academic credit for Practicum Study in a Biblical ministry accrue at a rate of 
four (4) quarter credit hours per 100 hours of practical experience.  No more 
than forty eight (48) quarter credit hours may be applied to any given degree 
program offered by the Seminary.  This program may be completed in no 
less than one (1) year and no more than four (4) years. 
 

This Practicum Study in Ministry Program includes: chaplaincy, pastoring, 
parish administration, youth missions, Christian education, elder care, 
institutional ministries, such as prisons and mental hospitals, plus many 
more that may be of interest to the student in ministry. In these settings the 
student's activities are supervised and evaluated by an ordained minister 
or qualified supervisor. Please contact the Academic Dean for more 
information concerning this Ministry Program. 
 

2. Master of Biblical Studies (M.B.S.) Degree Program.  

The basic structure of the M.B.S. Degree Program requires forty-five (45) 
quarter credit hours beyond the baccalaureate degree if the student majored 
in Biblical Studies in undergraduate courses. Ninety (90) quarter credit hours 
are required if the student comes with a secular degree (did not major in 
Biblical Studies in undergraduate courses). 
 

This Program may be completed in either Resident or Independent Study, 
consisting of subjects offered from the Master of Divinity (M.Div.) Degree 
Program. All classes are on a 500 level, or above. 
 
Students who are qualified and desire to transfer their credits into the 
M.Div. Degree Program may do so prior to earning the M.B.S. Degree. Once 
credits are used to earn a degree, they may not be used again to complete 
another degree program.  However, at the written request of the student, 
the Seminary may make a rescission of the M.B.S. Degree and permit the 
student to upgrade it by applying those Credits toward the Master of 
Divinity Degree Program, which requires a total of 135 quarter credit hours, 
beyond the baccalaureate degree, or its equivalency, at the Seminary.  
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Electives: Arrangements for these elective subjects are to be made with the 
approval of the Academic Dean, from the Master of Divinity Degree Program 
curriculum. 
 
Thesis (3 Credits): A detailed study on a graduate level is required, 
containing at least 10,000 words, prepared by the student in an area of 
Biblical concentration. The student's thesis proposal must be submitted to 
and approved by the Dean at the beginning of the quarter. Two copies are 
to be filed with the Registrar's Office four (4) weeks prior to graduation. 
Three (3) quarter credit hours are granted for the completed and 
approved thesis. 

 

3. Master of Divinity (M.Div.) Degree Program.  

This Program of Biblical and Theological Studies is only for qualified 
college graduates, with a baccalaureate degree, or its equivalency.  It 
requires a minimum of one-hundred-thirty-five (135) quarter credit hours. 

 
Qualified students who desire to be admitted to this Program, but do not 
have a working knowledge of Greek will be admitted and be awarded the 
Master of Divinity Degree in Practical Theology upon completion of all the 
requirements of this Program. 
 
Electives: Arrangements for elective subjects are to be made, with the 
approval of the Academic Dean, from Resident or Independent Study 
subjects as shown in this M.Div. Degree Program; the Master of Theology 
Degree Program or the Doctor of Ministry (D.Min.) Degree Program. 
 
Thesis (4 Credits): A Biblical theological paper on a graduate level with a 
minimum of 15,000 words is to be prepared. The student's thesis proposal 
must be submitted to and approved by the Dean at the beginning of the 
quarter. Two copies are to be filed with the Registrar's office four (4) weeks 
prior to graduation. Four (4) quarter credit hours are granted for the 
completed and approved thesis. 

         a. The Curriculum example is as follows (next page): 
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